
 
 

OHGE Community Meeting – Tuesday 26th August 2025 
Nucleus Building, King’s Buildings Campus, Edinburgh 

 
Programme 

 
Welcome and Introduction 
09:00 Professor Tim Aitman (IGC) 
 
Session 1  
Chairs – Professor Donal O’Carroll (SBS) and Dr Jess Powell (Roslin) 
 
09:10 Keynote Presentation: Professor Eric Miska (University of Cambridge) - “RNA communications to RNA 
therapies. Lessons from nature”  
 
09:40 Professor David Tollervey (SBS) - “Lighting Up RNA-Protein Interactions” 
10:00 Dr Aida Rodrigo Albors (IRR) - “A cross-species approach to unlocking spinal cord regeneration” 
10:20 Dr Musa Hassan (Roslin) - “Host-pathogen interaction genomics” 
 
10:40 Professor David Argyle (Head of College, CMVM) – Opening remarks 
 
10:45 – 11:15 Break 
 
Session 2 
Chairs – Professor Tim Aitman (IGC) and Dr Chloe Stanton (IRR) 
 
11:15 Keynote Presentation: Professor Matt Loose (University of Nottingham) - “Batman and Robin. Intraoperative 
Nanopore sequencing for CNS tumours” 
 
11:45 Professor Joris Veltman (IGC) - “Genetics of reproductive disorders” 
12:05 Professor Steve Pollard (IRR) - “Synthetic super-enhancers enable selective expression of anti-cancer payloads 
for viral immunotherapy” 
12:25 Dr Alena Shkumatava (SBS) - “Determinants of non-coding RNA function” 
 
12:45 – 13:45 Lunch and even numbered-posters 
 
Session 3 
Chairs – Professor Catherine Kidner (RBGE/IMPS) and Dr Lindsay Williams (IMPS) 
 
13:45 Keynote Presentation: Dr Laura Kelly (Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew) – “Ash tree genomics – providing solutions 
to global pest and pathogen threats” 
 
14:15 Dr Sarah McKim (University of Dundee) - "Unlocking mutant mysteries with the barley genome" 
14:35 Dr Alex Watkins (Ultima Genomics) – “The $80 Genome and Beyond - Ultima Genomics” 



14:55 Short Project Pitches 
Professor Kenny Baillie (IRR) – “Molecular Mechanisms Cluster” 
Dr Julien Sindt (EPCC) – “National Supercomputing and Data Science resources at the University” 
Dr Natalie Ring (Roslin) – “Using nanopore sequencing to analyse pathobiomes from FFPE tissue” 
Professor Kelly Blacklock (Roslin) – “Dog Tumours, Human Insights: A One Health Genomics Approach to Rare 
Melanomas” 
 
15:25 – 16:10 Break and odd-numbered posters 
 
Session 4 
Chairs – Professor Martin Taylor (IGC) and Dr Natalie Ring (Roslin)  
 
16:10 Keynote Presentation: Dr Lara Urban (University of Zurich) - “Nanopore technology and AI for rapid One Health 
surveillance” 
 
16:40 Dr Alex Twyford (SBS) - “The evolution of the 90Gb mistletoe megagenome” 
17:00 Professor Sara Brown (IGC) – “Functional genomics - opportunities in skin” 
 
Closing remarks 
17:20 Professor Steven Spoel (Director of Research, SBS) 
 
17:30 Drinks reception 
 
 
 

Sponsored by: 
 
 

 
 
 
Photography will be taking place during this event for promotional purposes. The photographs will likely appear on 
social media, and our website and digital communications. Please notify the photographer and/or contact the event 
organisers if you do not give your consent to being photographed. 


